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U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness

Together, we are ending homelessness.

The United States Interagency Council on Homelessness leads the national efforts to prevent
and end homelessness in America. USICH drives action among its 19 federal member
agencies and fosters outcome-driven relationships at every level of government and with
the private sector. Through our direct support to leaders, such as governors, mayors, and
other local officials, we empower communities to end homelessness once and for all.

USICH was originally authorized by Title Il of the landmark Stewart B. McKinney Homeless
Assistance Act of 1987 (PL 100-77) to serve as an independent establishment within the
executive branch. The agency was most recently reauthorized by the Homeless Emergency
Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing (HEARTH) Act of 2009. Our current sunset date is
October 1, 2017.

Interagency Leadership and Collaboration

Our Council includes the heads of our 19 federal member agencies. A Chair and Vice Chair are
elected annually from among the members. The Secretary of Health and Human Services served
as our immediate past Chair, with the Secretary of Education serving as Vice Chair.

Our Council meets four times a year to advance federal collaboration and state and local
coordination. In between Council meetings, USICH convenes and provides expert guidance at a
host of federal, state, and local meetings focused on identifying and implementing high-impact
strategies to achieve the goals of the federal strategic plan to prevent and end homelessness.

Opening Doors: Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness

On June 22, 2010, USICH released Opening Doors, the first-ever comprehensive national plan to
prevent and end homelessness. The plan has four ambitious goals:

e Prevent and end homelessness among Veterans in 2015

e Finish the job of ending chronic homelessness in 2017

e Prevent and end homelessness for families, youth, and children in 2020
e Set a path to ending all types of homelessness

Through the urgent action created by Opening Doors, we’ve reduced overall homelessness by
14% nationwide between 2010 and 2016. Homelessness among Veterans has been reduced by
47%, including a 57% decrease in unsheltered homelessness among Veterans. Chronic
homelessness has been reduced 27%. And we’ve reduced family homelessness by 23%, including
a 65% drop in unsheltered homelessness among families.

More than 35 communities, and the entire states of Virginia, Connecticut, and Delaware, have

also ended homelessness among Veterans. Communities all across America now have the proof
that ending homelessness is possible and the strategies to make it happen.

www.usich.gov
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Vision
The vision of Opening Doors is simple. No one in America should be without a

safe and stable home in a strong, nurturing community from which to pursue
and achieve their personal goals.

Action Areas
Opening Doors directs us to take action across 10 objectives:
Increase Leadership, Collaboration, and Civic Engagement

Objective 1: Provide and promote collaborative leadership at all levels
of government and across all sectors to inspire and energize

Americans to commit to preventing and ending homelessness

Opening Doors

FEDERAL STRATEGIC PLAN TO
PREVENT AND END HOMELESSNESS
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Objective 2: Strengthen the capacity of public and private organizations
by increasing knowledge about collaboration, homelessness,
and successful interventions to prevent and end homelessness
Increase Access to Stable and Affordable Housing

Objective 3: Provide affordable housing to people experiencing or most at risk of homelessness

Objective 4: Provide permanent supportive housing to prevent and end chronic homelessness

Increase Economic Security

Objective 5: Improve access to education and increase meaningful and sustainable employment for people
experiencing or most at risk of homelessness

Objective 6: Improve access to mainstream programs and services to reduce people’s financial vulnerability to
homelessness
Improve Health and Stability

Objective 7: Integrate primary and behavioral health care services with homeless assistance programs and
housing to reduce people’s vulnerability to and the impacts of homelessness

Objective 8: Advance health and housing stability for unaccompanied youth experiencing homelessness and
youth aging out of systems such as foster care and juvenile justice

Objective 9: Advance health and housing stability for people experiencing homelessness who have frequent
contact with hospitals and criminal justice

Retool the Homelessness Crisis Response System

Objective 10:  Transform homelessness services to crisis response systems that prevent homelessness and rapidly
return people who experience homelessness to stable housing
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